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LAURA DEAN TO RECEIVE THE 2008 SAMUEL H. SCRIPPS/ 
AMERICAN DANCE FESTIVAL $50,000 AWARD 

 

 
DURHAM, N.C. –The American Dance Festival will award distinguished 

choreographer and composer Laura Dean with the 2008 Samuel H. 

Scripps/American Dance Festival (ADF) Award for Lifetime Achievement. 

Established in 1981 by Samuel H. Scripps, the annual award honors 

choreographers who have dedicated their lives and talent to the creation of 

modern dance. The recently increased $50,000 award will be presented to Ms. 

Dean in a special ceremony on Sunday, June 29, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in Page 

Auditorium at Duke University as part of the ADF’s Alumni Weekend events. A 

reception will be held prior to the ceremony with a performance of Ms. Dean’s Sky 

Light (1982) to follow. The award will be presented by ADF Director Charles 

Reinhart.   

 

Recognized by The San Francisco Examiner as “one of the major artists of the 

age,” Ms. Dean is renowned for her work as both choreographer and composer. 

Ms. Dean started her professional career with the Paul Taylor Dance Company 

before establishing Laura Dean Dancers and Musicians in 1972.  The company, 

later renamed Laura Dean Musicians and Dancers, toured prestigious venues 

across the U.S., Europe and Asia for over 20 years.  Ms. Dean has created over 50 

choreographic works. She has received commissions from the ADF, The Kennedy 

Center, The Brooklyn Academy of Music, Walker Art Center, The Avignon Festival, 

The Royal Danish Ballet, The New York City Ballet, The Frankfurt Ballet, The Ohio 

Ballet, and The Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, among others.  
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Ms. Dean is the outstanding recipient of many awards including a “Bessie” New York Dance Award, 

two John Simon Guggenheim Fellowships for Choreography, The Dance Magazine Award, and the 

Lester Horton Award for Music for Dance. She has served on the panels of multiple arts organizations 

and her studio artwork has been on exhibit at The Philadelphia Institute of Contemporary Art, the 

Walker Art Center, and the Venice Biennale. This summer the ADF will celebrate Ms. Dean’s 

choreographic accomplishments with the reconstruction of Tympani (1980). The reconstruction will 

be lead by former Dean dancer Rodger Belman. Belman, the talent behind the ADF reconstruction of 

Ms. Dean’s Sky Light last summer, will work with ADF dancers to reconstruct the choreography of 

Tympani while Jason Cirker will reconstruct the music. The work will be performed in the sequel 

Past/Forward program as part of the Festival’s 75th anniversary performances. 

 

Ms. Dean will be the first recipient to receive $50,000 for the award, an increased amount from 

$35,000 in prior years. Past recipients of the Samuel H. Scripps/American Dance Festival Award 

include Martha Graham, Merce Cunningham, Paul Taylor, Hanya Holm, Alwin Nikolais, Katherine 

Dunham, Alvin Ailey, Erick Hawkins, Twyla Tharp, Anna Sokolow, Donald McKayle, Talley Beatty, 

Trisha Brown, Meredith Monk, Anna Halprin, Fayard and Harold Nicholas, Pina Bausch, Pilobolus 

Dance Theatre, Garth Fagan, Maguy Marin, Eiko and Koma, Bill T. Jones, Murray Louis, Mark Morris 

and posthumously in honor of Doris Humphry, Charles Weidman, José Limón, Pearl Primus and Helen 

Tamiris. 

 

For more information on the ADF and all of its programs please call (919) 684-6402 or visit the ADF 

website at www.americandancefestival.org.  
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